Digitized  by  tine  Internet  Arciiive 

in  2011  with  funding  from 

Congregational  Library  of  the  American  Congregational  Association 


http://www.archive.org/details/sermonatfuneraloOOthur 


^, 


A 


c 


■^% 


UriO$; 


SERMON 


FUNERAL  OF  MISS  ESTHER  K.  STURGES, 


WHO   DIED   AT  VASSALBOROUGH,    FEBRUARY  15,  1853,  AGED 
16    YEARS'   AND  2  MONTHS. 


BY    DAVID    THURSTON, 


VASSALBOROUGH. 


PORTLAND 
PRINTED    BY    B.    THURSTON, 
1853. 


A  FUNERAL  SERMON. 


II.    CORINTHIAXS,    IV :   17,   18. 

Our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  far  us  a  for  more 
exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory  ;  while  we  look  not  at  the  thing.? 
which  are  seen,  but  at  the  things  which  are  not  seen ;  for  the  things 
which  are  seen  are  temporal,  but  the  things  which  are  not  seen  are 
eternal. 

The  Apostle  had  spoken  of  the  trials  and  suflfermgs  of  him- 
self and  his  fellow-laborers  in  the  gospel,  particularly,  but  not 
exclusively.  They  -were  in  a  measure  common  to  "  all,  -who 
will  live  godly  in  Christ  Jesus."  The  Apostles  stood  in  the 
front  rank.  They  could,  with  emphasis,  say,  "  we  are  troubled 
on  every  side,  yet  not  distressed ;  we  are  perplexed,  but  not  in 
despair ;  persecuted,  but  not  forsaken ;  cast  down  but  not  de- 
stroyed." This  world  is  a  state  of  trial,  in  which  all  believers 
share.  Afflictions  and  sufferings  endured  here,  proceed  from 
different  sources,  are  greatly  diversified  and  numerous.  But 
however  varied  in  kind,  multiplied  in  number,  augmented  in 
degree,  or  protracted  in  continuance,  the  Apostle  pronounces 
them  "  light  and  but  for  a  moment."  If  the  afflictions,  the 
Apostles  suffered,  were  light  and  momentary,  surely,  those  be- 
lievers now  suffer,  are. 

Light,  like  other  adjectives,  is  relative.  The  same  affliction 
may  be  considered  light  in  relation  to  another  much  more  griev- 


ous ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  heavy  in  relation  to  one  far  less. 
So  that  present  afflictions  may  be  called  light.  1.  in  relation 
to  others.  Is  a  parent,  or  child,  a  husband,  or  wife,  removed 
by  death  ?  Some,  in  rapid  succession,  have  all  these  taken  from 
them.  More  of  maturer  age  have  sometimes  died  in  six  months, 
or  even  in  a  shorter  period,  than  have  died  out  of  this  family  in 
twenty  years.  How  much  greater  the  trial  might  have  been, 
had  the  individual  whose  death  is  a  great  loss,  lived  to  become 
an  abandoned  profligate,  or  to  be  put  to  death  by  the  hand  of 
the  public  executioner.  The  deepest  affliction,  we  have  known, 
is  by  no  means  as  grievous  as  we  can  easily  conceive  it  might 
have  been. 

2.  Present  affliction  is  light  compared  with  what  we  justly 
deserve.    When  favored  with  life,  health  and  other  blessings  of 
God's  common  providence,  we  almost  forget,  that  they  are  not 
deserved.    If  we  do  not  feel  as  though  we  had  a  claim  to  them, 
we  are  not  apt  to  remember  that  we  have  forfeited  them.    But 
whoever  has  sinned  against  God  has  lost  all  claim  to  any  favor 
on  the  score  of  merit,  on  the  ground  of  justice.     "Were  they 
all  taken  from  us,  we  should  not  be  wronged.     Were  we  de- 
prived of  property,  health,  friends,  reason,  of  every  source  of 
comfort  and  joy,  it  would  be  infinitely  less  than  we  deserve. 
For  our  sins,  we  deserve  to  be  not  only  excluded  from  heaven, 
but  cast  down  to  hell.     Every  one,  who  has  sinned,  is  always 
treated  more  favorably  than  his  deserts,   while  not  suffering 
"  the  vengeance  of  eternal  fire."    Whatever  makes  his  condi- 
tion preferable  to  the  appalling,  unending  agonies  of  the  second 
death,  is  unmerited  kindness.    All  the  sufferings  endured  here 
are  small  compared  with  that. 

3.  Present  afflictions  are  light,  because  of  their  short  dura- 
tion. The  whole  of  life  is  but  a  span.  Where  it  an  unbroken 
succession  of  disappointments,  trials,  sorrows,  and  pains,  they 
would  soon  be  over.    When  Jacob  had  lived  a  hundred  and 


thirty  years,  lie  said,  "  few  and  evil  have  the  days  of  the  years 
of  my  live  been."  But  our  three  score  years  and  ten  are  only 
a  moment,  they  are  nothing  in  comparison  with  eternity.  The 
sorest  bereavements,  the  most  prolonged  grief  is  soon  ended. 

4.  Present  affliction  is  light  in  comparison  with  what  Christ 
underwent  in  making  his  soul  an  oflFering  for  sin.  "  His  soul 
was  exceeding  sorrowful  even  unto  death."  He  could  say, 
"  Behold  !  and  see  if  there  be  any  sorrow  like  unto  my  sorrow." 
"  He  found  trouble  and  anguish."  He  was  emphatically  "  a 
man  of  sorrows  and  acquainted  with  grief."  He  suflfered  from 
poverty,  "  having  not  where  to  lay  his  head ;"  from  reproach, 
being  "  despised  and  rejected  of  men  ;  from  treachery,  one  dis- 
ciple denied  him,  another  .betrayed  him  ;  from  the  torturing  of 
his  body  on  the  cross ;  but  most  from  the  anguish  of  his  spirit ; 
*'  My  God  !  my  God  !  why  hast  thou  forsaken  me  !"  All  human 
sufferings  are  light  in  contrast  with  what  the  Savior  bore  for  the 
sins  of  men. 

5.  Present  afflictions  of  God's  people  are  light  in  comparison 
with  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  them.  This  is  what  the 
Apostle,  or  rather  the  Holy  Spirit,  seemed  to  have  chiefly  in 
view  :  "  Our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh 
for  us  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  The 
disappointments,  loss  of  friends,  and  sorrows  of  believers,  are 
fatherly  corrections,  strokes  from  the  rod  of  God.  The  tenden- 
cy of  having  death  come  into  a  family  is  to  awaken  survivors  to 
the  importance  of  a  seasonable  preparation.  Although  convin- 
ced from  the  Bible  and  from  observation,  that  we  must  die,  who 
has  not  found  a  strong  propensity  to  delay  being  ready  ?  Were 
this  to  be  the  last  day  of  life,  would  not  every  one  see  reason 
for  self-condemnation  on  account  of  duties  neglected,  or  which 
had  been  sHghtly  performed  ?  "When  we  perceive  ourselves,  or 
our  friends,  drawing  near  to  death,  how  natural  for  a  thought- 
ful mind  to  inquire  whether  something  more  might,  ought  not 
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to  have  been  done  in  preparation  for  that  solemn,  momentous 
event.  The  loss  of  health,  the  death  of  a  friend,  though  a  sore 
affliction,  is  light  compared  with  the  loss  of  the  soul.  "  For 
■what  is  a  man  profited,  if  he  gain  the  whole  world  and  lose  his 
soul  ?  Or  what  shall  a  man  give  in  exchange  for  his  soul  ?"  The 
loss  of  a  limb  may  be  a  great  privation,  but  would  be  a  light  afflic- 
tion, if  it  saved  life.  The  death  of  the  dearest  and  most  valued 
friend  would  be  considered  a  light  affliction,  were  it  the  means 
of  the  salvation  of  a  soul.  This  is  the  direct  tendency  of  such 
mournful  events  ;  and  not  unfrequently  has  such  been  the  result. 
God  afflicts  his  people  for  their  good.  Others  become  his  peo- 
ple sometimes  by  means  of  their  bereavements.  "  Behold  ! 
happy  is  the  man  whom  God  correcteth ;'  therefore  despise  not 
the  chastening  of  the  Almighty."  "  My  son,  despise  not  the 
chastening  of  the  Lord,  neither  be  weary  of  his  correction  ;  for 
whom  the  Lord  loveth  he  correcteth,  even  as  a  father  the  son  in 
whom  he  delighteth."  "  He  for  our  profit,  that  we  might  be 
partakers  of  his  holiness."  "  My  son,  despise  not  the  chasten- 
ing of  the  Lord  ;  neither  faint  when  thou  art  rebuked  of  him." 
Here  we  are  cautioned  against  two  extremes,  into  one  or  the 
other  of  which  bereaved  persons  are  liable  to  fall — stupidity  or 
despondency.  The  child  who,  under  judicious  correction,  says 
he  does  not  care  and  braves  it  out,  despises  it,  and  becomes 
exceedingly  hardened.  The  opposite  is  to  sink  in  gloom ;  feel 
as  though  all  was  gone,  and  God  was  not  enough  to  satisfy  the 
soul.  When  affliction  has  its  proper  effect,  it  awakens  repent- 
ance for  past  offences,  leads  to  greater  prayerfulness,  watchful- 
ness and  fidelity  in  every  department  of  duty.  The  spiritual 
welfare  of  the  soul  is  promoted.  What  is  the  death  of  the  dear- 
est earthly  friend,  if  it  brings  into  more  sacred  nearness  to 
God ;  into  more  intimate  union  with  Christ.  The  loss  of  those 
we  love  must  affect  us,  ought  to  affect  us.  It  would  be  unnat- 
ural and  wicked  not  to  feel.    At  the  grave  of  Lazarus,  whom 


Jesus  loved,  he  wept.  But  if  favored  with  more  delightful  in- 
tercourse with  the  infinite  God,  the  loss  is  gain.  When  bereave- 
ments humble  us,  soften  the  heart,  increase  sympathy  for  the 
afflicted,  wean  from  the  world,  render  more  heavenly  minded, 
more  faithful  in  works  of  righteousness,  God  is  honored.  His 
people  show  forth  his  praise.  When  they  become  more  like 
Christ,  the  benefit  is  so  great  that  the  affliction  which  led  to  it 
may  be  considered  light. 

The  contrast  in  the  text  is  exceedingly  striking.     "  Light  afflic- 
tion and  is  but  for  a  moment" — the  glory  has  "  a  weight  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal."  The  words  here  used  are  far  more 
emphatical  than  any  translation  of  them  cau  be.     There  is  a 
repetition  of  the  word  hyperbole,  by  which  is  generally  meant  a 
person's  exceeding  the  limits  of  exact  truth  in  any  animated  de- 
scription or  narration  ;  but  in  the  subject  upon  which  the  Apostle 
spoke,  the  boldest  figures  of  speech  must  come  short  of  the  mark. 
If  a  man  proceeded  from  one  hyperbole  to  another  and  accumu- 
lated the  most  energetic  terms  as  much  as  possible,  he  could  not 
fully  express  the  real  excellency  of  that  glory,  honor  and  im- 
mortality, in  which  the  beUever's  sufferings  would  terminate. 
Compared  with  it  all  temporal  afflictions  were  levity  itself;  a  mo- 
mentary lightness  of  affliction,  mere  vanity  and  emptiness.  This 
glory  was  substantial,  weighty,  durable,  exceeding  description 
and  imagination.     Human  language  must  labor  in  vain  to  con- 
vey any  suitable  idea  of  it.     It  would  even  have  been  an  insup- 
portable weight  to  them,  until  their  bodies  and  souls  were  pre- 
pared by  Omnipotence  to  sustain  it.    It  was  a  weight  of  glory, 
a  fullness  of  God,  a  measure  of  knowledge,  holiness,  dignity, 
and  feUcity  in  his  favor  and  presence,  and  according  to  his  glo- 
rious excellence  and  beauty  ;  adequate  to  whatever  they  should 
be  made  capable  of  possessing  and  enjoying  ;  and  all  this  to  be 
unchangeable  and  eternal."    There  is  a  weight  in  this  glory,  1. 
Because  it  admits  of  no  comparison  with  any  other  good.    No 
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matter  how  much  wealth,  honor,  worldly  pleasure,  how  much 
distinction,  how  many  privileges,  what  immunities,  largesses, 
persons  may  possess,  in  comparison  with  this  glory,  they  are  all 
vanity.  "  The  sufferings  of  the  present  time  are  not  worthy  to 
be  compared  with  the  glory  that  shall  be  revealed  in  us."  Who 
would  think  of  the  most  extended  fields,  the  most  splendid  man- 
sions, of  coffers  filled  with  gold  and  gems,  who  was  soon  to  come 
into  possession  of  an  inheritance  incorruptible,  undefiled,  and 
durable  as  eternity  ?  Of  what  good,  in  this  world,  can  we  form 
any  idea,  which  will  bear  the  least  comparison  with  the  mansions 
Christ  is  preparing  for  his  people  ?  What  privilege,  what  dis- 
tinction is  like  being  with  Christ,  entirly  conformed  to  him,  be- 
holding his  glory ;  of  being  a  compamon  of  the  spirits  of  the 
just  made  perfect,  and  of  the  blessed  angels  ?  Wliat  distinc- 
tion like  being  crowned  conqueror  in  this  spiritual  conflict? 
What  glory  like  being  elevated  to  a  height  of  knowledge,  holi- 
ness, and  blessedness,  which  "eye  hath  not  seen,  nor  ear  heard,'* 
which  no  human  heart  has  ever  adequately  conceived,  which  the 
ransomed  of  the  Lord  enjoy  in  his  presence  ? 

There  is  a  weight  in  this  glory,  2.  Because  of  its  eternal 
duration.  To  whatever  elevation  men  may  rise  in  this  world, 
whatever  good  they  may  possess,  however  desirable  their  condi- 
tion, its  continuance  is  precarious,  momentary.  Instability  is 
inscribed  upon  all  terrestrial  objects.  Death  overturns  the  whole 
fabric  of  earthly  greatness  from  its  foundation.  However  beau- 
tiful, desirable,  magnificent,  interesting,  "  the  things  that  are 
seen,"  their  continuance  is  brief.  The  lovely,  verdant  foliage 
of  the  forest  and  the  field,  the  gayest  blossoms  of  spring,  the 
most  beauteous  flowers  with  all  their  variegated,  glowing  hues, 
soon  decay  and  no  longer  delight  us.  If,  from  the  loftiest  emi- 
nence, we  survey  the  greatest  variety  of  objects,  natural  and 
artificial,  even  the  goodHest  cedars  of  Lebanon,  and  the  state- 
liest oaks  of  Bashan,  which  have  withstood  the  fury  of  many  a 
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winter's  blast,  at  length  moulder  away  and  are  seen  no  more. 
The  lapse  of  years  defaces  the  most  admired  architecture  of  the 
costliest  edifices,  erected  with  the  most  consummate  art.  Their 
tenants  remain  a  shorter  term.  The  streets  are  now  filled  with 
blooming,  cheerful,  healthy,  vigorous  children  and  youth.  But 
ere  they  arrive  at  manhood,  many  of  them  fall  victims  to  death. 
"  Man  that  is  born  of  a  woman  is  of  few  days  and  full  of  trouble. 
He  Cometh  forth  hke  a  flower  and  is  cut  down.  He  fleeth  away 
also  as  a  shadow  and  continueth  not."  Others  live,  become  heads 
of  families,  accumulate  wealth,  take  rank  among  the  honorable, 
highly  enjoy  the  pleasures  of  life.  You  see  them  again,  but, 
0  how  changed !  Some  are  decrepid  and  deformed  through 
age — some,  tortured  by  disease  are  sadly  emaciated — some  have 
been  suddenly  reduced  from  affluence  to  poverty.  Some  have 
fallen  from  the  summit  of  human  glory  into  the  depths  of  in- 
famy. A  few  have  outlived  their  children  and  relatives  and 
their  capacity  to  enjoy  the  good  things  of  the  world.  Said  Bar- 
zillai,  when  fourscore  and  four  years  old,  "can  I  discern  between 
good  and  evil  ?  Can  I  taste  what  I  eat  or  drink  ?  Can  I  hear 
any  more  the  voice  of  singing  men  and  singing  women  ?  "  The 
days  may  come  "  when  you  will  say  you  have  no  pleasure  in 
them."  Even  this  earth  and  these  visible  heavens  are  distined 
to  undergo  important  changes.  "  Tlie  heavens  and  the  earth 
which  now  are  kept  in  store,  reserved  unto  fire  against  the  day 
of  judgment  and  perdition  of  ungodly  men."  But  that  glory, 
contrasted  with  the  affliction  mentioned  in  the  text,  will  not 
waste  away.  When  temporary  objects  and  scenes  shall  all  be 
past,  and  time  itself  shall  be  no  more,  that  glory  will  be  increas- 
ing in  magnificence  and  splendor.  Countless  ages  may  roll  on 
and  eternal  glory  will  be  more  and  more  weighty.  Consisting 
in  enlarged  views  of  the  manifestations  of  the  glorious  Godhead 
in  his  works  and  word,  especially  in  the  wonderful  work  of  re- 
deeming love ;.  in  enlarged  enjoyment  of  all  the  blessedness  of  his 
o 
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kingdom ;  basking  forever  in  the  full,  unclouded  beams  of  tbe  Sun 
of  righteousness  ;  their  joy  will  be  as  permanent  as  the  source  from 
which  it  is  derived,  the  infinite,  unchanging  fullness  of  Jehovah. 
"  Our  light  affliction,  which  is  but  for  a  moment,  worketh  for  us 
a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  Worketh 
for  us — produces  this  effect,  as  means  to  an  end.  How  many 
have  truly  employed  the  language  of  the  Psalmist,  "  It  is  good 
for  me  that  I  have  been  afflicted  ;  for  before  I  was  afflicted  I 
went  astray  ;  but  now  have  I  kept  thy  word."  The  death  of  a 
child,  or  some  other  dear  friend,  has  been  the  means  of  awaken- 
ing a  careless  neglecter  of  the  great  salvation,  so  that  it  has  re- 
sulted in  a  sound  conversion  to  Christ.  Such  instances  are  a 
fulfilment  of  the  text.  Divine  chastisements  are  among  the 
promised  means  of  purifying  christians.  To  his  people,  God 
says,  "  I  have  chosen  thee  in  the  furnace  of  affliction — where- 
fore glorify  ye  the  Lord  in  the  fires."  Wlien  they  backslide, 
wander  from  the  right  way,  he  admonishes  and  rebukes  them. 
If  they  do  not  return,  he  applies  the  rod,  they  are  humbled 
and  reclaimed.  They  advance  in  knowledge  of  themselves,  of 
Christ,  in  conformity  to  God,  in  meetness  for  heaven.  Bereave- 
ments, which  have  such  effects  work  for  those  exercised  with 
them  afar  more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory. 

How  can  these  remarks  be  suitably  applied  to  this  bereaved 
circle  of  mourners  ?  Your  dear  departed  daughter  and  sister, 
just  after  having  entered  upon  the  seventeenth  year  of  her  life  has 
been  taken  from  you.  The  only  true  ground  of  submission  to  God 
is,  that  he  has  done  it.  Had  she  died  blaspheming  God,  the  rea- 
son for  submission  would  be  precisely  the  same.  She  is  in  the 
other  world,  just  where  the  wisest  and  best  Being  in  the  uni- 
verse has  seen  fit  to  place  her.  That  is  all  you  need  to  know 
to  produce  entire  acquiescence  in  his  will.  There  you  may  rest 
satisfied. — Any  evidence  you  have  that  her  heart  had  been  re- 
newed, that  her  sins  were  forgiven,  that  she  "  was  washed,  that 
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she  was  sanctified,  that  she  was  justified,  in  the  name  of  the 
Lord  Jesus  and  by  the  Spirit  of  our  God,"  is  matter  for  devout 
gratitude  and  praise  to  the  riches  of  divine  grace  ;  but  no  part 
of  the  reason  for  submission  to  God.  Esther  thought  her  heart 
was  changed  during  the  season  of  religious  interest  here  some 
two  years  ago.  But  not  having  that  decisive  evidence  which 
she  thought  necessay,  she  kept  back  and  did  not  enjoy  those 
consolations  which  she  might,  had  she  more  openly  espoused  the 
cause  of  Christ.  It  was  therefore  needful  that  she  should  be 
subjected  to  that  painful  discipline  she  underwent  the  last  year 
of  her  life,  to  bring  her  .to  that  desirable,  peaceful  state  in 
which  she  left  the  world.  She  never  regretted  that  she  yielded 
herself  to  Christ,  though  she  lamented  that  she  had  lived  no 
more  to  his  praise.  Did.  she  not  solemnly  admonish  some  of 
you  not  to  do  as  she  had  done,  but  to  confess  Christ  before  men, 
and  yield  yourselves  wholly  to  him.  "Will  you  heed  the  warn- 
ing from  those  dying  lips,  now  silent  in  death  ?  She  trusted 
that  Christ  was  precious  to  her  soul— that  she  could  rest  on  him, 
and  was  ready  to  depart  and  be  with  him.  A  short  time  since, 
she  alluded  to  the  change  in  her  feehngs  on  the  subject  of  re- 
ligion, at  the  time  mentioned,  and  exhorted  all  her  friends  to 
meet  her  in  heaven,  saying  that  she  should  soon  see  her  Sa\-ior 
face  to  face.  The  other  day  she  said  that  when  she  looked  up 
into  the  sky  it  seemed  as  though  she  could  see  the  Savior  and 
the  angels  beckoning  her  to  come  ;  saying,  "  I  long  to  go  and 
be  with  my  Savior."  As  expressive  of  the  calmness  of  her 
mind,  a  few  days  since,  she  disposed  of  some  little  articles  be- 
longing to  her,  with  as  much  composure  as  though  she  was  only 
going  on  a  visit.     Her  end  ivas  peace. 

Whether  the  bereaved  Mother,  brothers  and  sisters,  and 
other  kindred,  view  the  loss  they  have  sustaned  in  the  death  of 
of  this  loved  one,  to  be  a  light  afiliction,  or  a  heavy  one  ;  their 
great  concern  now  should  be  to  have  it  "  work  for  them  a  far 
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more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  It  is  indeed 
grievous  to  have  the  youngest,  tenderest  branch  of  the  family, 
early  left  fatherless,  and  nurtured  with  so  much  watchful  solic- 
itude, torn  away,  as  this  dear  one  has  been.  It  is  about  one 
year  since  she  became  seriously  ill ;  and  what  a  year  of  suffer- 
ing it  has  been  !  Where  shall  we  find  an  instance  of  suffering, 
which  will  bear  comparison  with  it  in  protracted  intensity  ?  Yet 
with  what  exemplary  patience  were  these  complicated  distresses 
borne  ?  No  murmurings,  no  repining  against  the  providence  of 
God  escaped  her.  All  which  a  fond  mother's  love  could  do,  all 
which  kind  sisters'  ingenuity,  assiduous  attention  and  unremit- 
ted vigilance  could  effect,  all  the  resources,  which  a  brother's 
fraternal  heart  could  command,  were  applied  to  alleviate  her 
sufferings,  to  sustain  and  cheer  her  spirits.  Could  friendly 
sympathy,  prayers  and  efforts  have  prevailed,  Esther  had  not 
died.  The  friends  have  the  consolation  to  behove  that  all  which 
human  instrumentality  could  do  to  avert  the  fatal  stroke  was 
done.  But  she  has  gone.  Let  your  great  concern  be  that 
what  you  have  witnessed,  may  work  out  for  each  of  you  a  far 
more  exceeding  and  eternal  weight  of  glory."  How  then  can 
you  secure  such  a  blessing?  Some  things,  too  common  with 
the  bereaved,  you  must  carefully  avoid.  Refrain  from  ques- 
tioning why  it  was  so  ordered,  why  one  so  young  should  suffer 
so  much  and  die  so  soon.  Let  not  your  minds  be  so  occupied 
about  the  deceased,  or  the  loss  you  have  sustained,  or  on  any 
of  the  attending  circumstances,  that  you  can  think  of  scarcely 
anything  else.  Forbear  to  dwell,  in  a  sorrowing  mood,  on  what 
tends  to  nourish  and  aggravate  your  grief.  Do  not  allow  your- 
selves to  imagine  that  if  this  had  been  done,  or  that  had  not 
been,  if  some  other  course  had  been  taken,  the  illness  might  not 
have  proved  fatal.  If  such  thoughts  engross  your  minds,  you 
will  have  no  room  for  solemn  self-examination,  for  deep  and 
profitable  reflection  on  unseen,  eternal  things.     This  is  one  of 
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the  stratagems  of  Satan  to  divert  the  mind  from  what  -would  be 
salutarj,  and  thus  prevent  the  affliction  from  having  the  desired 
effect.  Thoughts  of  things  temporal  thus  filling  the  mind,  no 
benefit  is  experienced.  The  heart  becomes  hardened.  The 
natural  feehngs  of  grief,  or  of  regret,  ripen  into  rebellion  against 
God.  When  beloved  relations  die,  we  need  not  forget  their  es- 
timable traits  of  character,  how  lovely,  how  desirable  they  were, 
how  much  comfort  had  been  taken  in  them,  or  might  have  been, 
had  th^y  been  spared ;  but  it  is  wrong,  it  is  wicked,  to  dwell  on 
them  so  as  to  forget  God  and  Christ  and  salvation.  It  is  very 
appropriate  to  ask  ourselves  what  influence  we  exerted  on  the 
individual,  whether  we  had  said,  done  and  prayed  as  much  as 
we  might,  for  the  conversion  and  salvation  of  that  friend.  "Was 
all  done,  which  could  be,  to  aid  in  the  preparation  for  that  mo- 
mentous change,  Avhich  death  makes  ?  If  so,  it  will  be  a  source 
of  great  satisfaction.  But  if  conscious  that  we  have  not,  we 
should  think  more  of  our  sins,  that  we  may  repent  and  be  for- 
given. A  soul,  "  dead  in  trespasses  and  sins,"  demands  more 
earnest,  solemn  attention  than  a  departed  friend  for  whom  no 
more  can  be  done.  You  must  then  look  away  from  "  things 
seen  and  temporal  to  those  which  are  not  seen  and  are  eternal." 
Let  your  minds  take  a  believing  view  of  the  realities  of  that 
eternal  state  to  which  you  are  hastening.  Meditate  much  on 
heaven  and  hell,  as  the  Bible  veritably  presents  them.  Ponder 
them  and  examine  what  you  are  doing  to  escape  the  one  and 
obtain  the  other.  You  cannot  take  a  scriptural  view  of  the  hap- 
piness of  the  righteous,  or  the  misery  of  the  wicked  without 
awakening  useful  emotions.  The  event  of  your  affliction  will  be 
desirable,  while  you  look  not  at  things  temporal,  but  eternal,  not 
otherwise.  The  retributions  of  eternity  are  unmingled  happi- 
ness or  misery.  From  the  friends  of  Christ  all  teai's  are  wiped  ; 
the  sufferer  in  hell  was  denied  a  drop  of  water  to  cool  his  tongue. 
Those  scenes,  contemplated  by  faith,  are  powerfully  operative 
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upon  the  soul.  Has  a  beloved  friend  been  taken  to  the  unseen, 
eternal  things ;  how  natural  that  the  thoughts  should  follow. 
The  mind  will  turn  more  frequently,  and  dwell  more  than  ordi- 
narily upon  the  other  world.  Thus  may  all  the  mourners  have 
this  affliction  "  work  for  them  a  far  more  exceeding  and  eternal 
weight  of  glory." 

Let  every  young  associate  of  the  deceased  hear  and  obey  the 
voice  of  God  saying  to  them,  "Be  ye  also  ready."  Let  this 
breach  upon  your  number  bring  you  all  to  Christ.  Die  you 
must  and  go  to  judgment.  Prepare  to  meet  God.  Delay  not. 
Secure  the  present  blessedness  of  pardon  and  peace  through 
Christ  Jesus. 
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The  following  stanzas,  set  to  the  tune  of  Judah,  was  the  last 
tune  which  Esther  sung.  As  it  was  her  favorite  piece,  it  was 
sung  at  her  funeral. 

"  What  sinners  value,  I  resign; 
Lord,  'tis  enough  that  thou  art  mine  ; 
I  shall  behold  thy  blissful  face, 
And  stand  complete  in  righteousness. 

This  life's  a  dream — an  empty  show  ; 
But  the  bright  world  to  which  I  go, 
Hath  joys  substantial  and  sincere  ; 
When  shall  I  wake  and  find  me  there. 

0  glorious  hour  !  O  blest  abode  ! 

1  shall  be  near  and  like  my  God, 
And  flesh  and  sin  no  more  control. 
The  sacred  pleasures  of  my  soul.' 


J.  •• 


